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§680.10 Definitions; cross-references
to employee ethical conduct stand-
ards and financial disclosure regu-
lations.

(a) Definitions. Under this subpart,
unless a provision plainly indicates
otherwise:

(1) Award means any grant, contract,
cooperative agreement, loan, or other
arrangement made by the Government.

(2) Employee includes, in addition to
any individual defined in 5 CFR
2635.102(h), any individual working at
NSF under the Intergovernmental Per-
sonnel Act. It includes any part-time
or intermittent employee, temporary
consultant; but not a special Govern-
ment employee, as defined in 18 U.S.C.
202(a).

(3) Institution means any university,
college, business firm, research insti-
tute, professional society, or other or-
ganization. It includes all parts of a
university or college, including all in-
stitutions in a multi-institution State
or city system. It includes any univer-
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sity consortium or joint corporation;
but not the universities that belong to
such a consortium. Those universities
shall be considered separate institu-
tions for purposes of this part.

(4) Proposal means an application for
an award and includes a bid.

(b) Cross-references to employee ethical
conduct standards and financial disclo-
sure regulations. Members of the Na-
tional Science Board and other em-
ployees of the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), including special Gov-
ernment employees, should refer to the
Standards of Hthical Conduct for Em-
ployees of the Executive Branch at 5
CFR part 2635, the National Science
Foundation’s regulations at 5 CFR part
5301 which supplement the executive
branch Standards, and the executive
branch financial disclosure regulations
at 5 CFR part 2634.

§680.11 Staff involvement with NSF
proposals and awards.

(a)(1) Many scientists, engineers, and
educators interrupt active research and
teaching careers to spend a year or two
at NSF and then return to research and
teaching, usually at the same institu-
tion from which they came. Many such
visiting scientists, engineers, and edu-
cators (and a few permanent employ-
ees) who have been principal investiga-
tors under NSF awards before coming
to NSF, retain some interest or asso-
ciation with the work. If an individual
is a principal investigator under an
NSF award, the individual is not pre-
cluded from retaining ties to the work
after becoming an NSF employee. The
employee may stay in contact with
those who are continuing the work in
the employee’s laboratory or on his or
her project. The employee may con-
tinue to supervise graduate students.
And the employee may visit and work
in the laboratory on his or her own
time for these and related purposes.

(2) Before a prospective employee
comes to NSF, the prospective em-
ployee and the grantee institution
must designate, subject to NSF ap-
proval, a ‘‘substitute principal investi-
gator’’—i.e., another scientist who will
be responsible for the work and equip-
ment and will represent the institution
in any dealings with NSF officials
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